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Dear Professionals, 

 

In this newsletter, please find the following training and support with the booking/information links. 
Please find more information on each session, in this PDF document. 

The DSPL8 Professionals newsletter can also be downloaded from our website via the following link: 

http://www.dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-professionals 

 

Kind Regards,  

DSPL 8 Team – Ruth Mason & Ashley Fabray  

 

DSPL8 Professionals Newsletter: Spring Term 07.02.2024 

 

TOPIC 
 

BOOKING/INFORMATION LINK 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week 5-11th 
February 2024 

Schools - Children's Mental Health Week 
(childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)  

Autism Leads Network Meeting: 
05.03.2024 

https://DSPL8AutismLead050324.eventbrite.co.uk   

V-SEND Training: 06.03.2024 https://DSPL8VSEND060324.eventbrite.co.uk 

DSPL8 HfL Education SEND Briefing: 
13.03.2024 

https://DSPL8SENDbriefing130324.eventbrite.co.uk 

Dacorum Early Years Leads & SENCo 
Meeting: 19.03.2024 

https://dspl8EYLeadsSenco190324.eventbrite.co.uk 

ADD-Vance Training Workshops https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/dspl-level-two-adhd-training-for-
schools-3046489  

HFL Education SEND Conference: 
15.02.2024 

https://www.hfleducation.org/events/2024-hfl-education-send-
conference  

OLLIE Newsletter: Winter 2023/2024  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T0syEHiYW2PUbHI1gEMhexI_K-
B2ELgl/view?usp=sharing  

School's Mark Webinar An introduction to the Emotional and Mental Wellbeing in Schools 
webinar - 22 January 2024 (youtube.com) 

SEND Offer at the Family Centre Partnership Newsletter, February 2024 Landing Page (mailchi.mp)  

Making SEND Everyone’s Business: Up-
dated Schools Communications  

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/MSEBblog  

CYP integrated therapies service news-
letter - Spring 2024  

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-occupational
-therapy  

Woodfield Outreach Training:  

Spring 2024 

www.dspl8.eventbrite.com  

Local High Needs Funding Panel dates 
2023-24 

See LHNF panel dates on page 11 

DSPL8 Professionals Training Offer:  
Spring 2023 

See pages 5-6 & https://dspl8.eventbrite.co.uk/  
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Children’s Mental Health Week 5-11th February 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This week is Children's Mental Health Week and this years theme is 'My Voice Matters’ 
Help give a voice to children and young people across the UK in Children’s Mental Health Week,  

from 5-11 February 2024. 
 

Children's Mental Health Week is a mental health awareness week that empowers, equips and gives a 
voice to all children and young people in the UK  

 
Everyone can take part in Children’s Mental Health Week! Download free resources for schools and  

families and find out how you can take part to raise vital funds and awareness for children’s mental health.  
 
 

Resources for Schools & Youth Groups:  
Schools - Children's Mental Health Week (childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)  

 
 

Resources for families:  
Families - Children's Mental Health Week (childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk)  
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V-SEND Training: 06.03.2024 
 
 
 

V-SEND Training sessions are new updated training looking at how V-SEND can be used to document  
your APDR cycle, how it can support in identifying provision to meet children's needs but will still also  

include a basic introduction of how to log on and use the system.  
 

The next session is on Wednesday 6th March, 2-4pm at DESC, Tenzing Road, HP2 4HS 
 

To attend this session, please register via:  
 

https://DSPL8VSEND060324.eventbrite.co.uk 

Autism Leads Network Meeting: 05.03.2024 

 

 

Autism Lead Forums are sessions for those with autism lead responsibility to hear the latest  

developments and practice for autistic young people. There is also an opportunity for networking and 
sharing good practice between schools.  

 

The next meeting is online on Tuesday 5th March, 1—2:3 pm 

 

To attend this session, please register via:  

https://DSPL8AutismLead050324.eventbrite.co.uk   

DSPL8 HfL Education SEND Briefing: 13.03.2024 
 
 
 
 

 
DSPL8 are fully funding termly Herts for Learning SEND Briefings. 

These termly meetings will combine the HFL Education SEND Briefing, local updates and networking.  
 

The Spring Term SEND Briefing is on:  
Wednesday 13th March, 12:00-4:00pm  

at South Hill Centre, Cemetery Hill, Hemel Hempstead HP1 1JF. 
 

 
To attend this session, please register via:  

 
https://DSPL8SENDbriefing130324.eventbrite.co.uk 
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 Dacorum Early Years Leads & SENCo Meeting: 19.03.2024 
 

Please register your attendance via: https://dspl8EYLeadsSenco190324.eventbrite.co.uk 
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 ADD-Vance Training Workshops 
Booking Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/dspl-level-two-adhd-training-for-schools-3046489  
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 HFL Education SEND Conference: 15.02.2024 
Booking Link: https://www.hfleducation.org/events/2024-hfl-education-send-conference  
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 OLLIE Newsletter: Winter 2023/2024  
 

View the full newsletter via: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T0syEHiYW2PUbHI1gEMhexI_K-B2ELgl/
view?usp=sharing  
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SEND Offer at the Family Centre 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The Special Educational Needs and/or Disability offer at the Family Centre continues to develop, we have 
14 SEND Champions across the South and West, as well as our SEND Lead Kayley Johnson. All who are on 
hand to support families navigate the SEND system, offer advice and guidance as well as a listening ear.  

 
Our targeted emerging needs group, Early Adventurers, continues to receive excellent feedback.  

Over the 8 week course, the SEND Champions spend time with each family to help better understand  

their needs so they can offer tailored support. More information about the course can be found on 
our Emerging Needs courses webpage. 

 
We continue to run our SEND Chat & Play sessions on a fortnightly basis (monthly in St Albans) this is an 
open session, where families can attend with or without their child, for support or simply to have a safe 

place to play. For upcoming dates check out the ‘What’s on Guide’ and keep your eye on our social media 
pages for special guest attendees.  

 
For more information about the Family Support Service SEND Offer check out our SEND Pathway Leaflet 

 
Did you know that the Hertfordshire Neurodiversity Support Hub launched at the end of 2023? 

Following a pilot phase, Hertfordshire County Council have now rolled this out across the county thanks  

to funding from both Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and the NHS.  The Hub has initially been funded 
until the end of March 2025 and ADD-vance have been commissioned to run the Hub, which is open  

Monday - Friday 9am-1pm.  

 

Read the full Family Centre Service newsletter here: 

Partnership Newsletter, February 2024 Landing Page (mailchi.mp)  

 

 

School's Mark Webinar 
 
The Emotional and Mental Wellbeing in Education Team recently ran a Schools Mark webinar, which was a 
brief introduction to the process, along with a short testimonial from The Hemel Hempstead School of 
their experience. They have provide a recording below of this webinar, which helps to make clear what else 
is involved: 

  
An introduction to the Emotional and Mental Wellbeing in Schools webinar - 22 January 2024 

(youtube.com) 
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 Making SEND Everyone’s Business: Updated Schools Communications  

We are thrilled to share some updates on our amazing new Children's Service programme 'Making SEND 
Everyone's Business'.  

Since our last communication, we have appointed 82 new frontline staff to the Inclusion & Skills Direc-
torate of Children's Services.  

We also celebrated the launch of the SEND Academy on Monday 8 January, with 37 new recruits joining 
across the first two cohorts. These recruits have diverse backgrounds in education and social care, and 
some have personal experience with SEND. The SEND Academy programme offers them the opportunity to 
pursue the BTEC Level 3 and 4 in SEND Casework and Casework Management, accredited by NASEN. This is 
a unique and valuable professional development for our new and existing staff.  

We are laying the groundwork for better outcomes for children and young people soon by enhancing our 
capacity and capability over the coming months. We are confident that our new programme will make a 
positive difference for the children and young people with SEND in Hertfordshire, and we look forward to 
sharing more updates with you soon.  

We’ve written a short blog about Making SEND Everyone’s Business  

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/MSEBblog for you read and share with families too.  

Any questions?  

This is an important change to improve the way we do things at the council - we want to make sure you 
understand the changes and have the information you need.   

We will share more information with you when the work is further along. If you have any questions at all at 
this stage, please email SENDstrategy@hertfordshire.gov.uk. We will consider how to answer these as 
part of our next update.  

CYP integrated therapies service newsletter - Spring 2024  

Update for schools from children and young people’s integrated therapy (CYPT) team - Spring 2024  

The CYP speech and language therapy service carried out a EHCP (education health and care plan), needs 
assessment initiative between 18 December 2023 – 12 January 2024. Thank you to all for supporting this 
and completing the questionnaires; information gained was invaluable and helped support the assessment 
process. Over 500 EHCP assessments were carried out. Schools will receive copies of these reports over the 
spring term. Schools are advised to follow the specific advice, strategies and activities outlined in the re-
ports and a speech and language therapist will be in contact to arrange visits once the CYP has been  

allocated. 

Speech and language therapy (SaLT)  

In September 2023, the SaLT service introduced three targeted language groups to support children in 
school at different language levels - children do not need to be referred to SaLT to access these groups. 
Schools are provided with language group packs, session plans, resources, and descriptors to identify chil-
dren suitable for each group. The SaLT education lead models/co-delivers 1–3 sessions with an identified 
member of school staff, following which the school staff member continues to run the groups. For further 
information please link with your designated education lead or use the link email address.  

The new universal speech training webinar (approx. 30 minutes), can be accessed on our website via our 
training page. It provides staff with:  

• a deeper understanding of how children usually develop speech  

• practical ideas to support children’s speech development in play and learning activities  

• guidance on when to access specialist advice from the SaLT service. 

Continued over page... 
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 CYP integrated therapies service newsletter - Spring 2024 Continue… 

 

Physiotherapy (PT)  

Many children are hypermobile, but often present without any symptoms or difficulties. Hypermobility re-
fers to increased movement at a joint due to lax ligaments, so joints have more flexibility. It is not an illness 
or a disease, just the way someone is put together and is considered a normal finding by medical profes-
sionals. Some children experience symptoms including tiredness, stumbles or falls, pain, clicking joints, flat 
feet, reluctance to take part in physical activity or difficulty with handwriting or using a knife and fork. Gen-
eral exercise, participating in sport, encouraging a good posture, and pacing your activities can all help. To 
find out more information and other useful strategies to manage any hypermobility symptoms, please visit 
the website to watch our webinar.  

 

 

Occupational therapy (OT)  

Our OT service offers a 3-tiered service model to support CYP with their independence in aspects of daily 
living. The following universal workshops are offered for schools - separate workshops for parents/carers:  

• Understanding Sensory Preferences  

• Developing Self-Regulation  

• Supporting Motor Development  

 

At a targeted level we have a joint workshop with PT to support schools in delivering the Smart Moves pro-
gramme. This programme supports the development of physical skills. For CYP with physical disabilities we 
offer back care training for school staff you assist in moving and handling the CYP. Please see our revised 
website to book and for more information:  

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-occupational-therapy  

All OT referrals should include information about universal and targeted support you have accessed as well 
as the support and strategies you have put in place for the CYP.  

 

 

Contact us  

Tel: 01923 470680 – Option 3  

Email: hct.cyptherapies1@nhs.net  

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people-integrated-therapy-service  
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Local High Needs Funding Panel dates 2023-24 
 
 

The dates below are for the LHNF panel dates for 2023-24 and application submission dates: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note* There are no LHNF panels in December & April 

 

 

Please email password protected application forms to dspl8lhnfpanel@kls.herts.sch.uk  

 

Day Date Time Papers due 

Thursday 21/03/2024 10:00 07/03/2024 

Thursday 09/05/2024 10:00 25/04/2024 

Wednesday 12/06/2024 10:00 22/05/2024 

Tuesday 02/07/2024 10:00 18/06/2024 

Woodfield Outreach Training: Spring 2024 
 

Please see below the date for the Woodfield Outreach Training sessions for the Spring Term.  

Please register your attendance via Eventbrite: www.dspl8.eventbrite.com  
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Spring Term DSPL8 Professionals Training 

The Spring term training events are now open on Eventbrite for booking via: 
https://dspl8.eventbrite.co.uk/  

The full 2023-24 Training offer is available for downloading via: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/wp
-content/uploads/2023/07/DSPL8-Professionals-Training-Offer-2023-24.pdf 

(Bookings will be opened termly on Eventbrite) 
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Spring Term DSPL8 Professionals Training 

The Spring term training events are now open on Eventbrite for booking via: 
https://dspl8.eventbrite.co.uk/  

Download the full DSPL8 Professionals Training Offer 2023-24 via: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2023/07/DSPL8-Professionals-Training-Offer-2023-24.pdf 
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ISL SEND Duty and SEND Advice Lines 
 

Statutory SEND Contacts  

 

SEND Resolution team contact email; SENDResolutions@hertfordshire.gov.uk (all emails will be auto-

forward) 

Assessment and custom care  ehcneedsassessment@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Review provision, outcomes and placement: 
East Hertfordshire: annualreviewseast@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
West Hertfordshire: annualreviewswest@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 
General EHCP queries: ehcp@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 

All Teams can be contact on: 01442 453300 

9am – 5.30pm Monday - Thursday and 9am – 4.30pm Fridays 
 
Ask SALI  

Telephone:  01438 843 310 8:30am – 5pm from Monday to Friday.  

SENCOs can also contact the team via email at AskSALI@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

 

Other ISL Contacts 
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